
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  OK, I see.  Excuse me, where is the drink area ? 

 Sorry, I don’t like it.  Well, what drink do you like? 
 

  He likes big cities.      He likes train stations.
 He likes quiet places.   He likes school. 

 
 She doesn’t like reading books. She reads a few books a month. 
 She read only one book a month.  She reads ten books a month. 
 

So-so.  She is good. 
 She is happy.    She is sick. 
 

OK. See you then. Sure, here you are.  
Hello, how are you ? Really ? I don’t think so.

 
 I know it.               That’s a good idea. 
 Did you see it ? Do you understand ? 

 
(                                                           ). 

  

 
   

    
 

    
 

 
  

 

  



 

   
We need volunteers for Sakura Yabusame ! 

Kenta John

John : Hey, Kenta !  Look at this.  What is Sakura Yabusame ? 
Kenta  : Oh, I have seen it two or three times on TV.  YABUSAME is Japanese traditional       

archery of shooting arrows from horseback.  Sakura Yabusame is a women’s      
competition under the cherry trees.  Towada City  its  /  famous  /  is  /  

horses  /  for  .  

 
John :  This looks fun, but it sounds really hard. 
Kenta  :   I think that it’s a good chance for you to learn Japanese culture ! 
John :  You’re right !  I think so.   like  /  try  /  I  /  would  /  to  it ! 
Kenta  :  Can I try yabusame with you ?  We can have an experience of horse riding for 

free ! 
John :  Let’s join the volunteers !  But…,I'm worried a little about the volunteers. 

 Kenta  :  What’s the  ? 
 John : Sakura Yabusame is a competition for women, but we are boys.  Is that OK ? 

Kenta  : No, problem.  Men and women over junior high school age are OK.  By the way
(  at  /  you  /  horse riding  /  are  /  good  , John ?  

John :  Don’t worry.  I’m all right !  I have ridden a pony before ! 
 

archery  shooting arrows from    
horseback competition horse riding
for free pony
                              

Hello. I’m .  Nice to meet you.           Thank you. 



 

Susan (Takeshi)

 
 

Takeshi : Hi, Mary.  Are you getting used to Japan ?  
Susan   : Yes, I am.  I love Japan.  I have a lot of things to learn in Japan.  But I was    

really sad when I came to Japan. 
Takeshi :  
Susan   : Because I didn’t have any friends here and I could not speak Japanese at all. 
Takeshi :  I know how you feel. 
Susan   : But I don’t feel sad now.  I was able to make many friends who have the same 

hobbies. 
Takeshi : A  
Susan   :  I like to see beautiful places.  I went to Tokyo Skytree with my friends last 

Sunday.  I went to the top of the tower.  I could see the very wonderful view 
from the top.   

Takeshi : No, I haven’t.  I want to go. 
Susan   : You should go there. 
Takeshi : OK.  I will.  So, how do you improve your Japanese ? 
Susan   : My host mother holds a meeting to learn Japanese every Wednesday.  There are 

some Japanese people and some foreigners who want to learn Japanese in the 
meeting. 

Takeshi : B  
Susan   :  I talked about recent headlines. 
Takeshi : Oh, that’s great.  You will become a good Japanese speaker.  So,  
Susan   : For two months. 
Takeshi :  I hope you will improve your Japanese more. 
Susan   : Thank you very much. 
 

getting used to  Tokyo Skytree  
view  improve  
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 How many places did you go ? 
 What is your hobby ? 
 How do you make friends ? 
 Do you like speaking Japanese ? 
 What did you talk about last Wednesday ? 
 Did you go to the meeting last weekend ? 

  



 

Mr. Mori

 
About thirty years ago, I studied English at a junior high school in America for three weeks.  

In my English class, Mr. Johnson, our teacher, taught me English grammar.  He was a 
cheerful and kind man.  My English was not good, but it was easy for me to understand the 
English which he taught. 

When he taught me how to use gerunds, he gave me some questions.  For example, “What 
do you like doing ?”  I wrote an answer, “I like play tennis very much.”  Mr. Johnson said, “I 
like playing tennis very much.”  My answer was wrong.  He pointed out the mistake.  I said 
to him, “I always make mistakes when I write English.  It's not good to make mistakes.  I 
have to study more.”  Mr. Johnson said, “Why do you think so ?  You're a student.  Students 
usually make mistakes.  If you make mistakes, you only have to write correct answers next 
time.  No problem !  Make a lot of mistakes !”  I knew that there were different ideas 
between Japan and America.  I was happy after the class. 

When my answer was wrong, my Japanese English teacher sometimes scolded me.  The 
teacher said, “Why do you make a mistake ?  You don’t study hard.  Study harder.”  These 
words made me sad.  

I learned important things from Mr. Johnson.  Making mistakes is necessary to learn 
English.  So, you don’t have to worry.  Let’s do it !   
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  Was Mr. Mori always able to write the correct answer ? 
  How did Mr. Mori feel after the Mr. Johnson’s class ? 
  What did Mr. Mori learn from Mr. Johnson ?  

 

 
 

  I could not believe when I heard Mr. Mori’s history.
  I thought that you met a good teacher in America.   

Thank you for such a wonderful story, Mr. Mori. 

    



 

Aomori prefecture Hiroshi

“The Lake Towada Summer Festival” is held every July.  There are some events like food 

stalls, fireworks and walking around the lake at the festival.  Many visitors and local 

people go there every year.  Watching the fireworks from a ship is the most popular event.   

Hiroshi loved it and visited there every year.  But, the festival was canceled because of  

COVID-19 in 2020.  He was disappointed when he watched the news on TV in July.  

Many festivals and events were canceled all around Japan.  One day, when he watched the 

news on TV, he found an alternative event at Lake Towada at the end of August.  The 

alternative event was called “ The Sky Lantern Festival.”  He was so excited when he      

checked it on the Internet.  The alternative event was different from the usual summer 

festival.  Only people living in Aomori prefecture were able to join the event and fly lanterns 

in the night sky.   

Sky lantern festivals are popular in Thailand and China.  Many people at sky lantern 

festivals write a wish on a lantern and fly it into the night sky.  Also, sky lantern events    

have grown in Japan.  The alternative event held at Lake Towada was also an event to 

write a wish on a lantern and fly  it  into the night sky.  Hiroshi decided to join the event 

with his family because he was interested in sky lantern festivals. 

When they arrived at Lake Towada, many people were already there.  Hiroshi’s father 

said, “There are two colors of lanterns.  If you want to pray for the calming of COVID-19, 

you use a blue lantern.  If you want to write your own wish, you use an orange lantern.”  

Hiroshi’s younger brother bought an orange lantern and Hiroshi bought a blue lantern.  His 

younger brother wrote, “I want to watch the fireworks from a ship next year.”  Hiroshi wrote, 

“I hope the COVID-19 situation will get better.”   

At 7:30 p.m., most of the people flew the lanterns at the same time.  There were about 

400 lanterns.  Many orange lanterns and blue lanterns were in the night sky.  Hiroshi 

hoped that all of the wishes come true someday.   
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 During The Lake Towada Summer Festival, 

 only local people visit there. 
 a lot of visitors and local people go there. 
 only people living in Aomori prefecture and local people visit there. 
 many families visit there. 

 
 Hiroshi found on the Internet, 

 the alternative event was canceled. 
 The Lake Towada Summer Festival was changed from July to August. 
 the alternative event at Lake Towada had lanterns. 
 COVID-19 has grown all around Japan. 

 
 Hiroshi’s father told  

 his sons the meanings of the blue lantern and the orange lantern. 
 his sons that the COVID-19 situation has gotten a little better. 
 his sons that there were 400 people at Lake Towada. 
 his sons that joining the festival was the best memory. 

 
 His younger brother 

 didn’t want to go to Lake Towada. 
 wrote a wish on an orange lantern. 
 wants to go to Thailand and China. 
 bought blue lanterns. 

 
 

 
 

Hiroshi joined the alternative event at Lake Towada.  Sky lantern events are  in 
Japan.  Hiroshi and his younger brother wrote a wish on each lantern.  His younger 
brother’s  is to watch the fireworks from a ship next year.  Hiroshi prayed for

COVID-19. 
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